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� � Calendar 
March 11 Newsletter 

 14 Observations 
 15 Observations 
 18 Reports Distributed 
 21 Spring Break 

April 4 Return to School 
 5 Intermediate Camp 
 15 Newsletter 
 22 Earth Day 
 29 PDDay 5 

May 8 Mothers Day 
 9 Sign up for conferences 
 13 Newsletter 
 18 SL Conference 
 23 Victoria Day 

June 10 Newsletter 
 15 Sports Day 
 19 Father's Day 
 23 Concert 
 24 Picnic 

PRIMARY NEWS 

With the time we have just ahead of Spring Break, every day is filled with important work to do. 

One of the most interesting opportunities in our curriculum are the science experiments based 
on Montessori’s Great Lesson—Story of the Universe also known as God Without Hands. These 
experiments demonstrate the laws of physics and illustrate the aspects of the story that explain 
the origins of our universe.  

Our lessons in Geography are nearly complete. The Year 1 students have now completed their 
individual maps of North America using pencil crayons. They were well prepared for independent 
work after working in pairs using plasticine to show the elevation of land. They make a legend 
and label it, find the major oceans, rivers, lakes and mountain ranges. After hearing about these 
land and water forms, they now see for themselves where they fit the picture. The Year 2 chil-
dren have made impressive maps of Canada showing physical details and political boundaries. 
Their map skills are becoming more precise and they are filled with information on our country. 
The Year 3 children have become nearly 'experts' in creating maps and their work on British 
Columbia is outstanding. The order of making maps follows the Montessori sequence of showing  
the big picture first and moving to the details of the smaller parts with closer study. The Year 3 
children have embarked on their fact-finding lessons brimming with knowledge derived from their 
work. They are eagerly motivated to be detectives who look for additional facts and will learn to 
organize them, select the most relevant facts and write paragraphs that form a report on B.C. It 
is a joy to work with such informed, motivated students! 

After much practise with our math materials, the children are now required to round out their 
recall of facts by training their memory. Please be supportive, in a relaxed yet purposeful way, to 
help your children memorize addition and subtraction facts for children in Years 1 and 2 and 
multiplication facts for children in Year 3. A little practise every day, sometimes twice a day, and 
the task becomes a fait accompli if done as a game that is fun. 
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Intermediate students have been extremely busy organizing for the History Fair and Banquet. 
They have arranged wonderful presentations, food and costumes from their time period.  Please 
browse the Intermediate room to view the art and presentations of early humans, early  
civilizations, and the middle ages.  
 In science, the students have conducted controlled experiments to determine the cause of 
local wind flow patterns associated with differences in the rate of cooling of land and water  
bodies.  As part of this work, they have reviewed the scientific method and identified the variable 
that may affect experimental results.   
 Novel Studies have been completed by all students. Yr.4 read Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory , Yr. 5 Island of the Blue Dolphins, and Yr. 6/7 The Giver. Students are making dioramas, 
plays and book reviews about their novels as a summary of what they have read. It is amazing 
how much the children enjoy working in plasticine and lego to make models of their stories. These 
will be on display starting March 14th.   
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Family Advisory Committee—Playground Update 

This weekend we will be finishing the intermediate playground.  Work parties are needed for  

Saturday, March 12th and Sunday, March 13th.  The work that will be undertaken will include: 

♥ Grading (on Saturday),  

♥ Laying sod (on Saturday and Sunday),  

♥ General definition of the river alignment, and  

♥ Sweeping the paved area of the playground.  

If you are able to help out please send confirmation to the school, either by email or phone call,  

or by contacting Bruce Gillespie or John Larsen. 

News from the Preschool/Kindergarten class 
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The goal of human love is not the 
egotistical end of assuring its own 
satisfaction--it is the sublime goal 
of multiplying the forces of the 
free spirit…”               Maria Mon-


